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were women, which shows how large a part of
domestic service was then performed by men. But
the nephew was not contented, he kept a great
establishment, he ran in debt, and his uncle poured
reproaches upon him. Already he had paid the
spendthrift's debts, and he wrote him that this
would be of no avail unless his extravagances were
checked. " You have five gentlemen in waiting and
six secretaries; if you need so many you must have
more business than I, for I have never had more
than three. You have six valets de ckambre, and
I have never had more than three/* " You will
reduce your establishment according to the list I
have sent," the Cardinal continues, and he orders
the nephew to put aside each month three thousand
livres, which would be enough for his table and his
stable. Presently he put the nephew's affairs in the
hands of two guardians, and he writes again: ** If
you don't regulate your affairs according to my
orders, you can seek aid in the future where you
think best, and we shall take fit measures to pre-
serve what we can for your wife and children/'
The Cardinal forgave extravagant nephews no more
than intriguing courtiers; it was a mortal offence to
oppose his will. In his testament the nephew was
passed by, and his son Armand'de Vignerot, the
grand nephew of Richelieu, was not only chosen to
inherit the title and the largest share of the estate,
but he also replaced his father in the position of
general of the galleys.

There was no detail in the affairs of strangers, any
more than of his own family, in which the Cardinalok,
